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And so I am not pleading for India to practise non-
violence because she is weak. I want her to practise non-
violence being conscious of her strength and power. No
training in arms is required for realization of her strength.
We seem to need it, because we seem to think that we
are but a lump of flesh. I want India to recognize that
she has a soul that cannot perish and that can rise trium-
phant above every physical weakness and defy the physical
combination of a whole world. What is the meaning of
Rama, a mere human being, with his host of monkeys,
pitting himself against the insolent strength of ten-headed
Ravana surrounded in supposed safety by the raging waters
on all sides of Lanka? Does it not mean the conquest of
physical might by spiritual strength? However, being a
practical man, I do not wait till India recognizes the
practicability of the spiritual life in the political world.
India considers herself to be powerless and paralyzed before
the machine-guns, the tanks and the aeroplanes of the
English, and takes up non-co-operation out of her weakness.
It must still serve the same purpose, namely, bring her
delivery from the crushing weight of British injustice, if
a sufficient number of people practise it.

I isolate this non-co-operation from Sinn Feinism, for
it is so conceived as to be incapable of being offered side
by side with violence. But I invite even the school of violence
to give this peaceful non-co-operation a trial. It will not
fail through its inherent weakness. It may fail because of
poverty of response. Then will be the time for real danger.
The high-souled men, who are unable to suffer national
humiliation any longer, will want to vent their wrath.
They will take to violence. So far as I know, they must
perish without delivering themselves or their country
from the wrong. If India takes up the doctrine of the sword,
she may gain momentary victory. Then India will cease
to be the pride of my heart. I am wedded to India because
I owe my all to her. I believe absolutely that she has a
mission for the world. She is not to copy Europe blindly.
India's acceptance of the doctrine of the sword will be
the hour of my trial. I hope I shall not be found wanting.
My religion has no geographical limits. If I have a living